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Sillimanite. This is another by-product born of zircon. It is interesting to know that it was a small object like the sparking plug of an automobile engine that was responsible for a ' hunt' for this mineral. Large quantities of a typle for this mineral are being worked and exported from North India. Travancore Sillimanite, however, is slightly different from its Nothern Indian brother and is still only a four-year old babe. It is a silicate of aluminium and is used in the manufacture of refractories and also in the ceramic industry for incorporation in porcelain to which this material is said to give great tensile strength and toughness,
Rutile. Rutile is the latest addition to the list of accessory minerals accompanying ilmenite and monazite. This is an oxide of Titanium. Beginnings have just been made with the production of small tonnages of this mineral Time has yet to prove its future possibilities, as, like all other rare minerals, the -methods of concentrating it and keeping up stipulated grades are, by no means, simple.
These notes are brief and have no claim to be exhaustive. As stated already, revelations unfolded by continuous research are likely to affect demands for these minerals. But, the variety of minerals found in the beach deposits is so great that the possibility of one or another of its members remaining always in the limelight of the world market is not in any sense remote.
(4)   Fishery Resources
With a coast line of about 180 miles in length Travancore is specially fortunate in her wealth of fisheries, It has been calculated that there are about 40,000 families of fishermen in the State, most of whom are engaged in sea-fishing. The annual production is estimated at a cost of one crore and quarter rupees. According to Dr. 0. 0. John,